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AB The present invention relates to an agent comprising a neurotoxin, methods 
for making the agents and methods for treating endocrine ***disorders*** 
, for example ***gonadotrophin*** -related illnesses. Preferably, the 
agent comprises at least a portion of a ***botulinum*** ***toxin*** 
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AB Endoscopic ultrasound (EUS) is one of the youngest endoscopic viewing 

methods . The author described the technical aspects of the method - the 
equipment and practical problems of the examination of different parts of 
the digestive tract. Established and experimental indications for EUS are 
described. The established indications for EUS include: - locoregional 
staging of neoplastic diseases of esophagus, stomach, pancreas, distal 
part of the biliary tract, - investigation of submucosal abnormalities 
(including differentiation of their intramural or extrinsic origin) , - 
evaluation of large gastric folds, - searching for small (less than 2 cm) 
focal changes in the pancreas ( ***pancreatic*** ***cancer*** , 

pancreatic endocrine tumors) . The list of the experimental indications 
includes: - in the esophagus - the diagnostics of carcinoma in Barret's 
esophagus, identification of paraesophageal varices, evaluation of 
esophageal varices after their sclerotherapy or banding, - in the stomach 
- the assessment of ulcer healing, evaluation of bleeding gastric ulcer, - 
in the pancreas - the estimation of chronic pancreatitis, assessment of 
pancreatic cysts before their endoscopic evaluation (gastro- and 
duodenocystostomia) , - in the biliary tree- cholecysto- and 
choledocholithiasis, - in the colon and rectum - locoregional staging of 
colorectal cancer, evaluation of the wall in colitis ulcerosa and Crohn's 
disease (fistulae and abscesses) , the function of rectal sphincters in 
different disorders. In the description of the experimental indications 
for EUS it is emphasized that some of them can rapidly become established 
(e.g. the diagnostics of choledocholithiasis). Another group of 
indications is the so called 'interventional EUS' (or 'operative EUS') and 
includes: - invasive diagnostics: needle aspiration of tumors suspected of 
malignancy and lymph nodes under the direct visual control of EUS, 
thoraco- and paracentesis under EUS guidance, injections of contrast 
medium into the biliary tree and Wirsung duct under EUS visual control 
(performed if ERCP is impossible) and Doppler scanning of vascular 



structures after hemostatic^idoscopic procedures, - therape^^cal 
procedures: transgastric cAc plexus block, EUS-assisted j^^reatic 
pseudocyst drainage, EUS-as^Kted endoscopic resection of mucosal and 
submucosal masses, EUS-guided ***botulinum*** ***toxin*** 
injection in achalasia primaria. Estimating the contraindications and 
complications of EUS the author judges the method to be safe. Being 
difficult and requiring expensive equipment, EUS is recommended to be used 
in reference centres. In such places EUS can be learned and taught 
properly as well as completely utilized. 
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